
Christian Jelen  
                 
Hands on Vfx supervising
TECHNICAL SKILLS AND SOFTWARE
Maya / Nuke / Mudbox Mental Ray / Renderman/ Photoshop / Boujou / After Effects / 35 mm Rostrum cameras /Motion control/ Motion builder/ 

ARTISTIC AND CRAFT SKILLS 

Illustration / Photography (Camera & Darkroom techniques for Colour / B&W Film & Video (2nd unit directing vfx and miniatures / Camera-Work, Lighting & Studio Techniques) / Graphic Design / Storyboarding

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

Hands on designing VFX and animation for over 20 years, with a rich mix of skills.  Script breakdown, bidding, recruiting, supervising teams +20 members, delivering shows on time, budget and to brief 

JOB HISTORY (selected)
“Pirates!” Feature Film 2011

Maya Generalist, previs artist and Nuke compositor for Aardman animations

Previs of showdown sequence at end of the movie, Cloud point data and on set photography, Stereoscopic Nuke compositing of Cg elements, Fluid simulations, modelling, texturing and shading in Mudbox and Renderman 


"4321" Feature Film 2010
VFX supervisor for Warner Brothers
Recruiting team, setting up production pipelines, supervising and delivering postproduction of 40 shots 
 

"Spirit Warriors"  TV series 2010
VFX supervisor for CBBC
Bidding, script breakdown, storyboarding, directing VFX and miniature elements, hands on 2d and 3d post, recruiting and supervising team of 30 artists, delivering 1100 shots including comps combining live action, miniatures and mattepaintings, cg body doubles, cg creatures (including lipsync), fluid and particle effects
“Sherlock Holmes 2, Judge Dredd 2” Feature films 2010
Senior previz artist for “Destroy all monsters”

Responsible for designing key sequences of the film using Maya and Motionbuilder

“Stephen King’s 1408”  Feature Film 2007
Lead Artist for The Senate 

Designing, modeling, texturing, lighting, mental ray rendering various photo realistic environments


"The Corrs -Long Night"  Music Video 2007
VFX supervisor 

On set supervising motion control, compositing After FX

“White Noise” Feature film  2006
Lead artist for Stargate Digital
Supervise production teams of 3D-animators, determining creative, logistical and technical solutions throughout the entire production pipeline. Recruiting team. Designing Characters. Responsible for key/highly-skilled hands-on CG, character animation. Senior ability in modelling, rigging, texturing, shading and lighting of sophisticated 3D creatures, scenarios and environments.
“Mirror Mask” Feature Film 2004
Directed by Dave McKean for Jim Henson
 responsible for 4 sequences/10 min of the movie, including environments and characters.


EDUCATION 

Bachelor of the Arts in Visual Communication Muenster/ Germany, fluent languages English, French and German
CREDITS:
Film:

The Pirates! In an adventure…(Aardman) Senior Maya Artist

Sherlock Holmes 2 (destroy all monsters) previz artist

Judge Dredd 2 (destroy all monsters) previz artist 

4321 (Universal) Vfx supervisor

Stephen King's 1408 (The Senate) Maya Lead

White Noise (Stargate) Maya Lead

Dave Mc Kean's Mirrormask (Jim Henson) Senior Maya artist

TV:

Game of thrones (destroy all monsters) previs artist

Spirit Warriors (CBBC) Vfx supervisor

Snow Queen (Intro/BBC) Maya Lead

Plan man (ITV) Senior Compositing Artist

Journey to the edge of the Universe(National Geographic) Maya Artist

The future is wild (422/discovery) Compositing Artist

Death in holy orders (BBC) VFX supervisor

Wave of Death (SAT 1) VFX supervisor

Musicvideos:

Aerosmith tour graphics (Punk films) Concept Artist

Take that tour graphics (Absolute) Senior Maya Artist

Gorillaz DVD graphics (Flesh eaters) Senior Maya Artist

The Corrs "Long night" (EMI) VFX supervisor

Games/ Web:

Black (EA) Concept Artist

BBC Jam (Gamelab) Designer and Maya Lead (BAFTA nomination)
XXX (Evolution studios) Concept Artist

Short films

Elroy (Ben Lock HP/Southwest) Consultancy, modeling, rigging

Forest  clearing (S.Robson/Channel 4 Animate scheme) Consultancy, modeling, rigging

Consultancy:

Ice planet (TV series) (H5b5)

The biggest step (TV series) (H5b5)

Fight for life (TV series) (Jellyfish/BBC) BAFTA best VFX
Mogadishu (TV movie) (MPR)

Chuggington (TV series) (Ludorum)

Brian Cox’s “Wonders of life” (PrimeFocus)

“Wolfblood” (PrimeFocus)

Directed Work:

“Random acts of Kindness” MTV station Id 

“Vier wie wir”ZDF station Id 

"Chupa Chups - the tongue" commercial for "Das Werk"

"Family affairs" Station Id's for Super RTL 

“Reaching/Walkin Large” Musicvideo for Groove Attack records

“Sandy/ In and out” Musicvideo for A and G productions

“We came to party” Musicvideo for Unique records

“Spudheadz” 5 x 1 min Animated short film series in HD format for Jayceee Ltd.

“Good Heart Playlist” 8x3 min shorts for the charity “UWE” (Patron Dalai Lama) 

Books

“Brixton Knight” Graphic Novel

“Winning ways” illustrations for charity “Universal Wisdom Education” (Patron Dalai Lama)
Teaching:

Westminster University

Londonmet

Citylit

CLIENTS UK:

422 / DISCOVERY CHANNEL (Maya and compositing."The future is wild" 2002)

AARDMAN (Senior Maya Nuke Artist “The Pirates! In an adventure…” 2011)

A & G PRODUCTIONS (Director/producer "In & out/Sandy" Music video 2003)

ABSOLUTE POST (modeling, texturing, lighting Take That tour graphics 2006)

AIRSIDE (modeling, texturing, lighting Penguin in a Pickle/Life earth 2007)

BBC (VFX supervisor TV movie "Death in holy orders", VFX for BBC Horizon 2002)

BBC Jam (Character Design and maya modelling 2006)

BRUCE DUNLOP & ASSOCIATES (Senior Maya Artist various Station I.d's2006)

CITYLIT (Maya Tutoring 2006)

CONCRETE POST (Maya artist KPM commercials 2007)

CONDOR (After FX variuos commercials 2006)

DRAWING PICTURES (Maya artist "Sara Jorge-Beautiful world" 2005)

DESTROY ALL MONSTERS (previz artist “Judge Dredd 2, Herlock Holmes 2”

ELECTRONIC ARTS (concept artist "black" 2005)

EVOLUTION STUDIOS (concept artist "OIP" 2006)

FLYNN (Maya modelling, texturing, lighting Joseph-musical graphics 2007)

GAMELAB (Concept & Maya artist 2006)

GLASSWORKS (Maya Artist UK Gold Station I.d.s 2001)

HUDOQ (Maya artist "Beefy and Lamby" print campaign 2005)

HP-SOUTHWEST SCREEN (CGI supervisor "Potatoheadboy" Shortfilm 2005)

ICECANDY (Senior artist Leica commercials 2005)

INPUT MEDIA (Senior artist station i.d.'s 2007)

INTRO (Maya artist "Snow Queen" TV movie 2005)

ITV (VFX for Drama feature film "Plan man" with Robbie Coltrane 2003)

JELLYFISH (VFX consulting BBC "Fight for Life" 2006)

JIM HENSON COMPANY (Senior Maya and Compositing Artist "Mirror Mask" 2003)

ICE CANDY (Senior Maya artist Leica commercial 2005)

LIQUID TV (Senior Maya artist 2005/2006)

LOCOMOTION (Compositing various commercials designing title sequences 2000)

LONDONMET (Teaching, consulting)

LUDORUM (hands on consulting production pipeline)

MOCHA TV (Maya artist "Soft and organic” commercial 2005)

MTV Europe (Director Station I.D. "Bus stop" Winner storyboard competition 1997)

PRIME FOCUS (Consultancy “Wonders of life”,“Spacehenge”, “Wolfblood” 2011)

PUNK FILMS (Animation/ graphics Aerosmith world tour 2003)

RED VISION (Maya artist “JTEOTU”2006)

RESOLUTION (Maya Artist and VFX consulting, Who do you think you are graphics 2006)

SMOKE & MIRRORS (Senior Maya Artist various commercials 2010-2011)

SKARAMOOSH(Maya and After FX artist Bravo TV Most Haunted 2004)

TANDEM (Maya Artist Orange commercials 2006)

TRIFFIC FILMS (3d Tracking Artist Swatch commercials)

THE SENATE (Maya Artist Stephen King's "1408" 2006)

ULI MEYER ANIMATION (Maya and Compositing various projects 1999-today)

UUMPF FILMS (Maya and After FX artist Scrabblecommercials 2000)

WESTMINSTER UNIVERSITY (MAYA tutoring)

ZOMBIE FLESH EATERS (Maya modelling, texturing Gorillaz DVD)

CLIENTS U.S.A.:

TEAM VIDEO Washington D.C. (Maya Artist "Boeing IV Rocketlaunch" 2001)

STARGATE DIGITAL (Lead artist "White noise" 2004)

CLIENTS GERMANY:

ARD (Designer/animator/ compositing artist Various Station Id.s 1998)

CASPARI FILM (Hohes C commercials 2000)

BR (Designer/animator/ compositing artist Various Station Id.s 1999)

Das Werk (Director and operator Chupa chups commercials, compositing dozens of commercials 1999)

DISNEY CHANNEL (designer 1999)

HR (Designer/animator/ compositing artist Various Station Id.s 1995)

FILMSCHOOL NUERNBERG (tutoring since 2000)

GROOVE ATTACK (director Walkin large music video 2001)

MPR (VFX and consulting "Tel Halaf and Mogadishu" 2006)

PREMIERE (Director short films "Sing in Dur" 1996)

PRO 7 (designer/animator/compositing artist various Station Id.s, 1997)

RTL 2 (Member of original design team, various station ID's, 1997)

RTL Christmas - Station I.D.s (VFX Supervisor/2nd unit director/VFX producer 2001)

SAT 1 ( Vfx supervisor/ Vfx producer "Deathwave" TV feature Film 2001)

SWF (Designer/animator/ compositing artist Various Station Id.s, including "Goldene Kamera" 1997)

SUPER RTL (Director station Id's 1996)

TRIPLE E VFX (consultant 2002)

TVT Frankfurt (Animation Director 2d Commercial for "Ferrero rocher" 2001)

UNIQUE RECORDS ("We came to party/DJ Malente"Musicvideo 2003)

VISION UNLIMITED (VFX supervisor "Richie" music videos for Vision unlimited for MTV and Viva 1998)

VIVA 1 (Designer/animator/ compositing artist Various

VIVA 2 ( ADC-Award with Viva 2 station Id.s for Cutup cologne, 1997)

VOSS TV (permanent staff job as inhouse VFX supervisor)

VOX (Designer/animator/ compositing artist Various Station Id.s)

WDR (designer/animator/compositing artist various designs for "Monitor" 1997)

X TENSION (Commercial "Barmer health insurance" 2000)

ZDF (designer/animator/compositing artist/producer/director various designs)

CLIENTS TURKEY

IMAJ (senior Maya artist commercials)

AWARDS                                

FILM:
Mirromask (Senior Maya generalist)
2005 Amsterdam Fantastic Film Festival 

2006  Won Black Tulip Award Best Feature Debut

2005 Locarno International Film Festival  

2005  Won Youth Jury Award - Special Mention Dave McKean 

2005  Sarasota Film Festival  

2005  Won Audience Award Best Narrative Feature

1408 (Senior Maya generalist)
2008 Best Horror Film Empire Awards, UK  

2008  Nominated Empire Award Best Horror

2008  Won Audience Award International Competition - Best Film

2007  Nominated Teen Choice Award Choice Movie: Horror/Thriller

TV: 

Fight for life (BBC) (consultant/digital artist) 
2008  Won BAFTA TV Award Best Visual Effects

2007  New York Festivals  Gold Medal 

2007  RTS Television Award Best Visual Effects - Digital Effects

2008  VES Award Outstanding Visual Effects in a Broadcast Series

Game of Thrones (Previs artist)
2010 Emmy Outstanding Special Visual Effects for a Series

Spirit Warriors (Vfx supervisor)
2011 nomination for ‘Best Children’s Programme’ Broadcast Awards

2010 BAFTA nomination Best Drama

“The Future Is Wild” (compositing artist)
2003 Daytime Emmy Awards  

Death in Holy Orders (VFX supervisor)
2003 Nominated Edgar Allan Poe Awards

GAMES: 
Skills For Life (Gamelab London) 
2008 BAFTA nomination
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